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REBECCA GILL,  PH.D. IS THE DIRECTOR 
OF THE WOMEN’S RESEARCH INSTITUTE OF 
NEVADA AND ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF 
POLITICAL SCIENCE AT THE UNIVERSITY 
OF NEVADA LAS VEGAS. GILL IS A NATIVE 
OF GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN. SHE 
EARNED A B.A.  IN POLITICAL THEORY AND 
CONSTITUTIONAL DEMOCRACY FROM 
JAMES MADISON COLLEGE AND AN 
ADDITIONAL DEGREE IN PSYCHOLOGY 
FROM THE COLLEGE OF SOCIAL SCIENCE 
AT MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY.    
JOHN HUDAK, PH.D. IS DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF 
THE CENTER FOR EFFECTIVE PUBLIC 
MANAGEMENT AND A SENIOR FELLOW IN 
GOVERNANCE STUDIES.  HUDAK'S RESEARCH 
EXAMINES QUESTIONS OF PRESIDENTIAL 
POWER IN THE CONTEXTS OF 
ADMINISTRATION, PERSONNEL, AND PUBLIC 
POLICY. ADDITIONALLY, HUDAK FOCUSES ON 
CAMPAIGNS AND ELECTIONS, LEGISLATIVE- 
EXECUTIVE INTERACTION, AND STATE AND 
FEDERAL MARIJUANA POLICY.  
DAVID DAMORE, PH.D. IS A PROFESSOR OF 
POLITICAL SCIENCE AT THE UNIVERSITY OF 
NEVADA, LAS VEGAS WHERE HE TEACHES 
UNDERGRADUATE AND GRADUATE COURSES 
IN AMERICAN POLITICS AND RESEARCH 
METHODS. DAMORE’S RESEARCH INTERESTS 
ARE THE STUDY OF CAMPAIGNS AND 
ELECTIONS AND PUBLIC POLICY AT THE 
STATE AND NATIONAL LEVELS. IN ADDITION 
TO HIS POSITION AT UNLV, DAMORE IS A 
NONRESIDENT SENIOR FELLOW IN THE 
BROOKINGS INSTITUTION’S GOVERNANCE 
STUDIES PROGRAM.  
ROBERT LANG, PH.D.  IS A PROFESSOR OF 
PUBLIC POLICY IN THE GREENSPUN COLLEGE 
OF URBAN AFFAIRS AND SERVES AS EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR OF BOTH THE LINCY INSTITUTE AND 
BROOKINGS MOUNTAIN WEST AT UNLV. HE IS 
ALSO A RESIDENT SENIOR FELLOW AT THE 
BROOKINGS INSTITUTION IN WASHINGTON, 
D.C.  LANG HOLDS A PH.D. IN SOCIOLOGY FROM 
RUTGERS UNIVERSITY.  PREVIOUSLY, LANG WAS 
A PROFESSOR AND CHAIR OF URBAN PLANNING 
IN THE COLLEGE OF ARCHITECTURE AND 
URBAN STUDIES AT VIRGINIA TECH. HE WAS 
ALSO A SENIOR DIRECTOR OF URBAN AND 
METROPOLITAN RESEARCH AT FANNIE MAE IN 
WASHINGTON, D.C.  
NOTE :  ALL IDEAS EXPRESSED AT THIS  PRESENTATION REPRESENT THE VIEWS OF THE SPEAKERS 
AND ARE NOT THE OFFIC IAL VIEWS OF THEIR  RESPECTIVE INST ITUT IONS .  
WILLIAM E.  BROWN, JR.  SERVES AS UNLV DIRECTOR OF BROOKINGS MOUNTAIN WEST. HE 
COORDINATES THE PROGRAMS, LECTURES, AND ACTIVITIES OF BROOKINGS MOUNTAIN WEST 
IN SOUTHERN NEVADA, INCLUDING THE BROOKINGS PUBLIC POLICY MINOR AT UNLV. BROWN 
HAS PUBLISHED A DIVERSE ARRAY OF SCHOLARLY WORKS IN AMERICAN HISTORY, 
LITERATURE, POLITICS,  AND RELATED FIELDS.  
MODERATOR
SPEAKERS
BROOKINGS MOUNTAIN WEST IS A PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN 
UNLV AND THE WASHINGTON, D.C. -BASED BROOKINGS 
INSTITUTION. THE PURPOSE OF BROOKINGS MOUNTAIN WEST IS 
TO BRING THE BROOKINGS TRADITION OF HIGH-QUALITY, 
INDEPENDENT, AND IMPACTFUL RESEARCH TO THE ISSUES 
FACING THE DYNAMIC AND FAST-GROWING INTERMOUNTAIN 
WEST REGION. BUILDING UPON WORK AT BROOKINGS AND 
UNLV, OUR COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND RESEARCH 
INITIATIVES FOCUS ON HELPING METROPOLITAN AREAS LIKE 
LAS VEGAS GROW IN ROBUST, INCLUSIVE, AND SUSTAINABLE 
WAYS. BROOKINGS MOUNTAIN WEST PROVIDES A PLATFORM TO 
BRING IDEAS AND EXPERTISE TOGETHER TO ENHANCE PUBLIC 
POLICY DISCUSSIONS AT THE LOCAL, STATE, AND REGIONAL 
LEVEL. 
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